'Pleural' and pulmonary carcinosarcomas.
The histological distinction between carcinosarcoma and mesothelioma has received little attention. The object of this study was to describe the histology and immunohistochemistry of two carcinosarcomas presenting as pleural tumours. These were compared with 12 carcinosarcomas from sites within the lung, and with the established features of mesothelioma. Histologically and immunohistochemically, these 'pleural' carcinosarcomas are similar to conventional pulmonary carcinosarcomas but accurate recognition is hindered by their gross appearance and biphasic histology which closely mimic mesothelioma. They may exhibit features such as neutral mucin, expression of carcinoembryonic antigen, squamous differentiation, and neuroendocrine differentiation which, when present, are evidence against mesothelioma. These tumours are rare and have passed unnoticed until now.